December, 2012
Another year has passed us by leaving us with a lot of good
memories. We hope your year has provided you the same.
As usual we've managed to hold down the fort here in Raleigh,
venturing away now and again to satisfy our urges to “see the sites”.
To recount some of our adventures; we began with a western
Caribbean cruise in March with 10 friends returning in time to do a
little laundry and head off to Charlotte, NC for a Vietnam Vets
homecoming.
In June we celebrated 40 years of marriage with, what else, another cruise to
Maine, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Quebec. Barely a month later
we piled back in our car and headed off on a family road trip with Michelle
and her family to Great Grandma Phyllis' house near Washington, DC and on
up to West Virginia to visit Mark's sister Pat and hubby Ted. There the girls
had a shopping expedition while the guys played golf at Ted's club.
In July we returned again to Whitley City, KY with our church mission team to work along side Hills
& Hollers Ministries on a building project and vacation bible school at one of the local community
centers. On the way home we stopped to enjoy Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, TN.
As if we hadn't seen enough already this year, we got on a
tour bus in September to join a group of 96 other members
from our church and headed off to Cape Cod and Martha's
Vineyard for a week. Most of us agreed the high spot of the
week was the whale watching off of Provincetown, MA.
Believe it or not, we stayed around the house for the month
of October to rest up for the events to come in November.
Thanksgiving was enjoyed with Michael's family, Grandma
Phyllis and Mark's sister Pat & Ted at Michelle & Ross'
house . The boys did a little trap shooting that weekend
while the girls ( wait for it...) shopped. The last week of November Ann and three friends took a bus
tour to The Big Apple.
Monday we're off to Charlotte, NC for the day to work in the Operation Christmas Child processing
center. The Christmas decorations are up and we're expecting to take the rest of the year off from our
travels to enjoy them. Plans for next year include a 10-night cruise to the eastern Caribbean in
February and a road trip to Yellowstone Nat. Park in June. Haven't thought far enough ahead to tell
what else might pop up.
As we mentioned last year, this is the season of miracles, peace, joy and
love, may the miracle of Christmas be with you and your family this
season. We have so many blessings and we count each of you among
them.
Mark & Ann

